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Greenland Latest
To Issue An AIDS

Related Stamp

On September 09, 1993,

Greenland joined the list of

countries that have released
an AIDS awareness stamp.
The simple, but colourful
(red, yellow, green) design
represents the AIDS virus as
i wviewed through a
microscope.

In its information bulletin,
the Greenlandic Post Office
expresses its  desire  to
participate in what it refers
to as an international
information campaign to
help limit the spread of the
discase through education.

USPS CONFIRMS
AIDS AWARENESS
STAMP DETAILS

e US Postmaster-General
Marvin Runyon announced
on September 01 that the
USPS will be releasing an
AIDS Awareness postage
stamp in conjunction with
World AIDS Day on
December 01, 1993,

In his remarks, Mr. Runyon
pointed out the need for
awareness of this pandemic
and backed it up further by
indicating tha: the issue will
carry AIDS  Awareness
messages on the sheet
selvedges and :n the booklet
ﬁ:rmal‘.s.

The choice of the red ribbon
(International symbol for
AIDS  Awareness) as  the
design of the stamp will
certainly make @t easily
recognizable. Its interesting
to note that the USFS 1s also
giving limited access of the
stamp design  to  AIDS
charitable organizations for
them to use as fundratsers
on coffee mugs, T-shirts,
key chains and the like.
However, designs on other
AIDS related stamps do
carry a much more graphic
and potent realization of the
devastation this disease can
bring, (ie. Ethiopia 1307 or
Brunie 422) or point out
some  very  educational
factors to
AIDS, (ic. Kenya 559-562, or
Turk. N. Cypras 313).
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#1408-09 on
1981 tor World AIDS Day!

FACT OR FICTION ?

On the average, since the first
AIDS stamp issue of 1988, there
have been SIX new issues per
year,worldwide,

FACT ! - | the soon 1o
be releasad US issue, close 1o 40
issues can ba sccounted for.

1989=T7,
1990=10, 1981=9, 1992=3, and
1983=3. One must keep in mind
that these fligures are issues, not
necessarily different countries
and, that some countries have
come out with more then one
issueal

QUARTERLY QUOTE -

"Make all things as simple as
possible, but not one bi
simplier.” -Elnstein
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Your Two Cents Worth:
From our mailbag we'd like to share
a of your comments abour our
Sirst issue of AIDS n STAMPS:
<"1 was impre:ssed with the very
attractive and professional format as
well as the mnge of topics
covered.'<Prince Fdward Island>
<L WOW!HL T received "AIDS on
STAMPS Newsleiter® today.”<New
York Ciry>

<>'_.a really splondid endeavour!”
<Victorig, BC> -

< A start, keep up the
effort.”" < Florida>
<>_..I'm looking forward to the

next AlLDS. on Stamps
Newsletter.” <Ontgrio>
<>'..1 am moved 5y your ambitious
efforts, please coyn me among your
supponers.” <Conreclticut >
<>..What & famastic idea! 1 am
glemd to subtscribe 10 your
ewsletter,” < Vancouver>

THE STORY BEHIND
THE RED RIBBON

As one who has been involved
personally for tome years now
with AIDS Awa eness I thought
it would be appropriate fas a
companion fo the USPS
announcement) ‘o relate in this
particular issue the story behind
the red ribbon. [Editor's Note:
'‘AIDS Lingo versu Philatslic Jargon'
will appear in a fulure issus]

The first red ribbons meant to
thrg AIDS tjwnm were
made members a group
known aos Visual A%S They
were crafied in various fashions
as if by a_group at a quilting

1 1o their hearis
content, creating whal they
hﬂpﬂ?e, would be bul a l;;
simp, yel ' very | visi
‘memorial’ to twose affected by
AIDS,

(See RIBEON page 4)
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CONNECTIONS
This section is established
only as a supplim to
the AIDS on STA
Hmﬂ;h{;ar and Iwill I:;:
com uparatay to
motr 'directo of

’“”*m i

ns rested n
m a broader
awareness of AIDS h
STAMPS and STAMPS
through AIDS.

This supplimentary listing
wil be published and
included in the WINTER

issue of the Newsletter,

ISSUES A thru Z

CAMEROON - this ser of wo (15F,
25F) was issved on fanvary 15, 1991
and stresses the urgency o fight
AIDS worldwide through educanon
50 as not to die from ignorance. Scott
#y B59-860.

CAPE VERDE - mwo stamps (13500,
24300) geomewncally  depices  the
global attack on the AIDS wvirus,
Issuved on Febrvary 20, 1991 and
given Scort #s 582-593,

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPURLIC - a
very busy set of three (SE, 70F, 120F)
emphasizing the need for education
ar the community level. Issued on
May 01, 1990 and given Scort #3 982
284
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GUESTSPEAKER

Editor*s Noteir  The ‘following
fa an opinfon piece from one
of our  _readers and i
presented a8 submitted, and
aa the sole opinion of the
author, Mr. Les Wright.

'THE AIDS [EPIDEMIC ON
STAMPS, AN OPINION,'

In 1981 1 got wber, rerurned to
graduate school, and was infected
with the HIV wirus. It would be
several years before | would become
aware that | had been infected. 1 also
retuned to  one of my greatest
passions from childhood - stamp
collecting. Twelve jears later, 1 have
finished my PhD and am holding my
first fullume teaching post 1
traveled an arduous moad and have
dealt with the onset of preliminary

symptoms. At one point | abandoned
my stamp collecting, under the
panicked and, for unately incorrect,
impression that  my ¥ were
numbered. [ am sull reasonably
healthy, sull sober, and retuming
one more time 1o an active philatelic
involvement :

My pnmary topical collecting
interest today 158 AIDS on stamps. |
have acuvely observed the all wo
painfully  slow  dawning  of
international awareness about the
global HIV epidemic. It is with
strong, mixed feclings thar [ witness
"my” collecting aeas now com
into its own. Public educaton .:5
awareness are long overdue the
epidemic could have been slowed or
halted, but this wis not to be. The
1980s for me wa: very much like
watching a slow-m stion movie of an
appm.:.zu train wreck: all 1 could
do was watch in harror.

| moved to San Prancisco in 1979,
knew the place byfore, dunng, and
after the fimt wyve of the AIDS
hysteria. | have seen over a thousand
loved ones, acjuaintances, and
familiar faces from around the Castro
wither and die. | have contnbuted in
a vanery of ways 12 AIDS educanon,
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emotional support for PWAs and the
asymptomatic HIVanfected. 1 have
done my own healing and gneving
in all o repetitious cycles of
mourning and loss and spirirual
rebirth,

After fourteen years of this | have
recently relocated to the Boston area.
And here | witness a ph:nnu‘u:mn
much closer 10 "the rest” of the
world. Boston in 1993 is much like
San Francisco in 1985, The state of
denial is being shattered here. After
so many years of AIDS being media
news about mostly New York and San
Francisco, large mumbers of people
are reaching terminalstage illness. |
am not saying awarcness or illness
have been ihu'm: 1 am saying it s
only now beginning to reach the
staggering numbers that defy human

nsion.

fn this sense, I see the relatively
new phenomenon of AIDS awareness

on stamps gaining momentum a5 3
harbinger to the global communiry.
It is tragic there has been such a'delay
between the spread of the virus and

ernments’ recognition of then
ﬁm 10 :nfnm th: public. AIDS on
stamips one small, but wn
pmrerful way of un'ymg d'.us message
unnl it sin Btljv the fimt
wave of lncl:mrl: act and scare
tactics, | trust philatelic buregus wll
discover  the 1o promote
messages of gneving and hope for the
furare,

This space is reserved to hold a
free mint copy of the
MCANAJL
AIDS awareness stamp,
{Issue Dale Yel Unknown)

EOINT TQ PONDER

One does not have to be
infected,

in order for one to be
affected!
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NEXT ISSUE - WINTER
> CANADA UPDATE
> TRENDS - NEW IN 1994
> 1993 IN REVIEW
> WORLD AIDS DAY EVENT

555 GUTTERs, 5Cs, & OF;s

A SOUVENIR SHEET does, in fact,
exist in the realm of collecting AIDS
on STAMPS. This particular sheer
was  issued IAIR.E. #1252)
12NovE9 and features a s 150
value centered in the layout of a
minature global map depicting the

necessity  for ng

GUTTER PAIRS exist from at least
two issucing countries, both of which
offer very powerful and graphic

mes in creating AIDS awareness,
The Vanuamu set (547-50), issued
29Nov?1, carnes four different

in three different languages:
Enghsh, French, and German. The
Kenya set (55962) ssued 31091
very vividly gets across the reality of
just how can be contracied,

A SOUVENIR CARD has also been
issued In comjunction with an AIDS
related stamp  issue. The United
Manons ssued a 6"x8” souvenir card
depicting all six stamps they released
leMar?0 to commemonte Warld
AIDS Day on December 01, 1990, A
bref message from the Secreury-
General of the UN at the ume, 15
included on the card,

OVERPRINTS have been 1ssued on
carlier releases, emphasizing World
AIDS Dl}f fmm Ehuuu (761-63),
and Ethiopia (123437) Guyana
(1984-88) rn  differemt  AIDS
Prevenuon , ‘and The
Maldives (1307-08) bears the UN's
World AIDS Day symbol.
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my own time, initiative,
I feel I must be able
rﬁmueratimﬂupuﬂmof

of our suppliers!

<+* FRANCE ha: announced in its
July 8, 1993 bulletin its plan to issue
an AIDS relates stamp in 1994
through 115 Eurapa series  theme
‘Furopean [Discovefies’. The stam)
will deal with the discovery of ¢£
AIDS (SIDA) virus.

RIBBOM (cont'd)
D:mﬂlemh.:r{rdmbhndj
dmadeiﬂwnmplmlj
nfﬂm ﬁ:nlueﬂ' an
rv, beonuse
it wa.u br b clmr al this
point mu:. that there was
atill no r AIDS and that
MMWM the victor.

And where would this symbolic
nbbon make its d=but ? - The Tonys,
in May of 1991 captured an audience
whom innocently were unaware of
this newborn awarcness, as was later
to be found, on an international
scale.

Today, the red nbbon a in
many verions and  styles, from
brooches, lapel pins, and greeting
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m}ﬁq‘:pﬂitﬂ.

en you wear it, wear 1t proud,
and wear it from the heart; wear it as
if it were your very own!

CINDERELLA 1SSUES

we don't have too much
information in this area we dc
welcome any news on ftems for
future reference.

of London, Ontario, in memory ol
Michael Bidner {graphic
mj‘?ﬂ collector) who died of AIDS in
"The Stamp" Desert AIDS proj
LRl
3 {a
known s 413? Awareness
iuwzﬂmﬁ.ﬁﬂﬂ launched a
program _to
Californsa mAIDS
organizations. Stamp comes in
sets of § shects of 24 per sheer.
Another project in New York has
t about the creation of a set o1
seals known as STAMP OUT AIDS
as a means of raising funds 1o

I'HTH FWAs. - "
recent mm;:undcnc: rom
editor of the lambd: Philatelic
Joumnal in Texas, the envelope bore &
sticker with "FIGHT AIDS
NOT PEOFLE WITH AIDS'
And, fnally from Zimbabwe, the
hﬂm‘ Club ﬂm :&f with the
‘AIDS/ ignorance
reported by

very
help severai

several,

collectors in recent correspondence.



